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REGION 6 REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM (RRT)
SEMI - ANNUAL REPORT

Period:  July, 1995 – December, 1995

RECENT ACTIVITIES

Meetings

Western States Seismic Policy Council Annual Conference

September 18-21, Flagstaff, Arizona: Update on seismic risks in each of the participating states and new
information being utilized for estimating earthquake frequency and severity.

Region VI RRT Semiannual Meeting

December 12-13, Corpus Christi, Texas. The minutes of the meeting are currently being edited. A copy of
the agenda is attached.

Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness And Planning Quarterly Meeting

December 12-13, Pine Bluff, Arkansas: update on recent command changes affecting the Pine Bluff
Arsenal, upcoming construction of new incinerator to dispose of remaining chemical weapon inventory and
changes in notification equipment and procedures.

Region VI Co-Chairs, Committee Chairs, and Federal Natural Resource Trustees teleconferences

On August 2 concerning revitalization of the RRT and review of status of the RRT workplan and on 
October 5 concerning the RRT reorganization, e-mail notification processes and the agenda for the next
RRT meeting.

NRT/RRT Co-Chairs teleconferences

On August 24 concerning general agenda topics and on December 12 concerning contingency notification
and response plans to cover periods of budget shortfalls and potential furloughs of personnel.

MAJOR OR SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

Gaylord Chemical Corporation Railroad Tank Car Release - An RRT coordination success story

On October 23, damage occurred to a railroad tank car at the Gaylord Chemical Corporation facility. The
car's end cap was blown off, resulting in the release of nitrogen tetroxide mixed with nitric acid. The
Bogalusa, Louisiana, city officials evacuated several hundred people; a reported 300 people were treated at
hospitals. Liquids removed from the car were temporarily stored at the company's facility. 

However, transportation of the chemicals to a designated storage site required stainless steel tanks cars
which were not available in the area. 
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Requests for RRT assistance resulted in excellent cooperation by the Air Force representatives in locating
the special tank cars. The tank cars were immediately dispatched to Bogalusa, and the liquids were
successfully relocated.

Collision of Cargo Ships and Fuel Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico -Activation of the RRT

On July 1, the Greek-flagged cargo ship X/V Alexia collided with the Singapore-flagged freighter X/V Enif
six nautical miles south of SW Pass, Louisiana. The N/V Enif's damaged port side was taking on water. The
crew was taken aboard another vessel. X/V Alexia reported a 12-foot gash below the waterline on her bow
and released an estimated 7000 gallons of fuel oil. 

The two vessels, locked together, drifted in an easterly direction. The Eighth District USCG activated the
RRT because of the numerous oil platforms in the area and the possibility that the vessels could make
landfall and pollute the beaches. However, tugboats were able to maneuver the vessels around the
platforms, separate the two, and move them to drydock in Mobile, Alabama.

Safe Tire Disposal corporation Fire - Application of the Unified Command System

The 26-acre Safe Tire Disposal Fire Corporation facility in Midlothian, Texas, contained forty-seven piles of
tire chips, each having a volume of about 5926 cubic yards. On December 1, a fire started and within three
days, over 200 response personnel were on scene response. On 12/07/95, the company was unable to
afford the cost of fire fighting. 

The State of Texas assumed those responsibilities and requested EPA assistance. An EPA/Texas Unified
Command System was established and successfully utilized to direct the response activities. About nineteen
piles were involved in the fire. 

At times, over one-million gallons of water per hour were applied to the burning piles. Several days of
thunderstorms complicated the operations before the fire was extinguished and remedial operations began.

Chevron Production Company offshore Platform Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico - An aerial application of
chemical dispersants

On December 15, Chevron Production Company reported a spill of gas condensate and crude oil from an
offshore platform about 35 nautical miles southwest of Sabine Pass, Texas. The volume was later estimated
to be 740 barrels. 

Chevron requested the use of chemical dispersants applied by aircraft. The Eighth District Coast Guard
contacted the RRT for approval in accordance with the National Contingency Plan and the RRT-6 FOSC
Preapproved Dispersant Use Manual. Aircraft made one flight of about 7 passes over the slick area; 500 gals
of Corexit 9527 were applied. Overflights by Chevron and the US Coast Guard confirmed effective slick
dissipation.

Golden Meadows Abandoned Tanks - A goodwill gesture

The State of Louisiana called EPA concerning two gun barrel abandoned tanks near a residential
neighborhood that were leaning dangerously. After a PRP search in the community surrounding the site
(Golden Meadow), it was discovered that an oil company had an interest in the site. 

A meeting was held at Golden Meadow between the EPA Region 6 Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator
(LOSCO), and Equinox Oil Company. 
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Equinox Oil Company volunteered to perform a Private Party site cleanup to include removal of the tanks,
contaminated soil, and restore the land with clean soil. The removal action was performed as a "goodwill
gesture" on the part of Equinox and at NO COST to either the State of Louisiana or the OSLTF.

RESPONSE EXERCISES

"Earthquake 19511, Second District USCG Earthquake Exercise

During August 24 through 27, this table top exercise was conducted in Memphis, Tennessee, for USCG
personnel to test communication capabilities. EPA Region 6 personnel spoke to the group concerning the
organization and responsibilities of the RRT during response to natural catastrophes.

Oil Pollution Act Prop Exercise - the largest of its kind to date

During December 5 through 8, this full scale exercise was conducted in Corpus Christi, Texas; it was
planned jointly by the local USCG Marine Safety Office, the Texas General Land Office, and industry
representatives. 

The exercise was the largest of its kind to date, involving more than 500 people from 32 agencies and
organizations from the U.S., France and the Mexican Navy. 

Exercised were the (1) National Contingency Plan, (2) coordination between U.S. and Mexican response
agencies, (3) Unif ied Command System, (4) response and salvage strategies, (5) spill management teams, (6)
equipment deployment, (7) Area Contingency Plan and vessel response plans, and (8) Joint Information
Center and public affairs portions of participants' plans. 

The exercise was a success and generated valuable data that will be used to update the ACP.

STATUS OF THE REGIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN:

The Region 6 Contingency Plan is currently in draft revision, with future developments pending attention by the
newly organized RRT Preparedness Committee. The intent of the revision is to incorporate all regional programmatic
contingency plans under one plan to provide for improved coordination of all response activities.

The Region 6 Bioremediation Spill Response Plan (2/5/92) is currently being updated by an RRT work group and
should be available for redistribution during mid-CY96.

A proposal bef ore the RRT is the development of a Mississippi River Dispersant Preapproval Plan, submitted by the
Eighth District Coast Guard. Its further consideration is pending attention by the new Scientific and Technology
Committee of the RRT. The intent of the proposal is to provide an alternative technique for the protection of the
lower Mississippi River's ecologically sensitive delta and its associated estuaries and wetlands.

TRAINING:

OPA Preparedness and Prevention Training video Tapes

A series of spill prevention videos were developed and distributed to over 150 major oil companies. The
videos are used in workshops, seminars and conventions in an effort to achieve facility compliance. They
were produced with the cooperation and participation of states and major oil companies and will be
distributed by NTIS to the regulated community f or reproduction costs only.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES:

OPA Region 6 Outreach

EPA Region 6, in an effort to foster facility compliance through technical assistance, has implemented an
aggressive outreach program to the regulated industry. The program is facility specific and comprised of
workshops, seminars, conventions, conferences, exercises and inspections.

Inspection Targeting, Tracking and Process

EPA Region 6 has developed an inspection targeting system which prioritizes inspections based upon
greatest risk and utilizes a scientific approach in its analysis. 

Some of the data sets considered during analysis include: spill history; past compliance performance;
location of sensitive e-c6iiystems, drinking water intakes, surface waters, and ground waters; impacts to
human health; conformance with industry standards; size of facility; concentration of facilities; carst
topography; lightning strike data; soil corrosivity data; adverse weather conditions; areas prone to flooding;
and socio-economic factors. 

These data are compiled in a GIS system known as OSCARS. Recent comments from a vice president of a
major oil company strongly encourages this type of government/industry interaction.

OSCARS - AST Tracking

This GIS data base is used for both targeting inspections and for spill response. The data are shared with the
states, other federal agencies, and industry through the Internet, CD ROM, and other means. over 35 major
companies have requested assistance in developing a similar system. The OSCARS system will continue to
expand with the assistance of the Land View supplement.

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES

Regional Response Team Reorganization

The RRT has implemented its reorganization which has been in the planning stage during the past year. The
new organizational structure is as follows:

The Secretariat

Charles Gazda EPA, RRT Co-Chair
Captain James Calhoun, USCG RRT Co-Chair
RRT Committee Chairs (see below)
Julian Foster, EPA RRT Coordinator
Doug Heath, USCG RRT Coordinator

The Preparedness Committee

Russell Lutz, Chair, Texas General Land Office (512)463-5195
Keith Lough, New Mexico Department of Public Safety
Gus Marinos, USA Corps of Engineers
Jerry Unwin, DOD Fifth US Army
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Larry Sack, General Services Administration
Welcome Duncan, Eighth Coast Guard District
Mike Brown, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Kent Baxter, FEMA

The Response Committee

Bill Croft, Chair, Louisiana Office of Emergency Preparedness
Glenn Sekavec, Department of the Interior
Stennie Meadours, Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
Tricia Clark, Texas General Land Office
Phil Glenn, Eighth Coast Guard District
Robert Hominick, General Services Administration
Chris Piehler, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Daneen Farrow, Department of Energy
Jim Mullins, EPA

The Science and Technology Committee

Bob Forrest, Chair, EPA (214)665-2269/forrest.bob@epamail.epa.gov
David Barker, Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
Ilene Byron, NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator

 Steve Spencer, Department of the Interior
Ron Gouguet, NOAA-RRT Representative
Jim Hanifen, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

An immediate major emphasis is improving the communication process between the RRT and the NRT, in particular
between the Secretariats and between the counterpart Chairs of each committee.

John Benton, principal member from FEMA Region 6, has been replaced by alternate member Kent Baxter from the
Technological Hazards Program (817-898-5330).

Michael Simmons, FEMA HazMat Program Manager (817/898-5331), and Robert Hendrix, FEMA Chief of
Training, Exercise and Evaluation Branch (817/8985118), have been added as alternate members.

FUTURE PLANS

MEETINGS:

The Annual NRT/RRT Co-Chairs meeting is planned to be held at Alexandria, Virginia, March 19-21.

A Regional Interagency Steering Committee quarterly meeting is scheduled for April 6-7 at the FEMA facility in
Denton, Texas.

The Semiannual RRT Meeting is planned to be held in Dallas, Texas, during June, 1996.
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RESPONSE EXERCISES:

Response ‘96

The RRT will participate in FEMA's "Response 19611 tabletop exercise, which has been planned as a New
Madrid Fault earthquake involving the seven states which would be impacted by such an event. The event
command post was initially planned to be St. Louis. The exercise was originally scheduled for April, 1996.
However funding for the exercise remains uncertain.

Oil Pollution Act PREP Exercise

EPA Region 6 Area Exercise, Industry-led will be conducted in Port Arthur, Texas. The Area Design Team
consists of EPA Region 6, the Research and Special Programs Administration Office of Pipeline Safety,
Marine Safety Office - USCG Port Arthur, Texas Railroad Commission, Texas General Land Office, FINA
Oil and Chemical and Amdel Pipeline. 

The scenario consists of a large inland pipeline spill which has potential to impact coastal waters. Due to the
circumstances of the scenario, one of the major issues to be addressed is the multi-jursidicational concerns
and the smooth transition for regulatory agencies which will be involved. 

The overall objectives for the exercise are 1) the ability to integrate into a Unified Command System in
accordance with the appropriate plans; 2) demonstrate the ability to set and operate a Joint Information
Center (JIC); and 3) the ability to demonstrate equipment deployment

OPERATIONAL CONCERNS

The primary operational concern was and continues to be the unsettled federal budget, resulting in short and long
term uncertainties about implementing necessary regional emergency planning and response.


